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ISRAEL,
THE CHURCH,

AND THE KINGDOM

OF GOD
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“To fill the earth with the knowledge of His glory” has always been God’s determined motivation for everything He has done, is doing, and will do—creation; His incarnation (birth, crucifixion, and resurrection); making Israel His chosen people; and establishing His church—to the end that all would know, trust, love, and worship Him. Such is the Kingdom of God.

       The Bible is, in essence, God’s purposed revelation of His Kingdom from its inception on earth to its promised completion in a new heaven and new earth. Through its pages, the Kingdom is defined, described, and developed.  

 

 
 GOD’S CHOICE OF ISRAEL

 To first reveal His Kingdom, God chose a group of people, Israel, through whom and by whom the rest of His creation would know Him. To the prophet Isaiah God gave His purpose for choosing Israel: 

“You are My witnesses,” says the LORD, 
“And My servant whom I have chosen, 
That you may know and believe Me, 

And understand that I am He.
Before Me there was no God formed, 
Nor shall there be after Me. 
I, even I, am the LORD, 
And besides Me there is no savior. (Isaiah 43:10–11)

      
       Through His relationship with the Jewish people, God established a witness and a testimony of Himself by revealing His character and His ways. Through Israel  God gave us His Word and His Son—the King of the Kingdom.

While Israel and the Jewish people could neither initiate nor establish God’s Kingdom, they did have two unique responsibilities:
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IN CONCLUSION

Let us never forget that God’s ultimate purpose for everything He does is to “fill the earth with the knowledge of His glory in the face of Christ Jesus through the witness of Israel and of the Church.  There will come a day when every knee will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus the Messiah is Lord.  

In that glorious day, His Kingdom will have come in its fullness to earth! (Philippians 2:11) 

 

 ¹ Because of God’s inherent faithfulness to Himself and His Word, He will never break His covenant with Israel as a people. However, individual Jews as well as Gentiles can only experience a relationship with God through Jesus. 
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with traditions of culture which are not of the Kingdom.  I suggest that Gentile Christians not only embrace God’s feasts, but adopt and adapt them to their own unique culture and traditions.  

God meant the holidays to be times of remembering and celebrating Him. The issue was always the “who” of the holiday and not the “how.” God ordained these holidays as “times to fill the earth with the knowledge of His glory.” The intended result of this filling was evangelism and national and personal revival. 

 

“TRADITION! TRADITION!”

God is stirring many hearts today, arousing a renewed interest in what is (sadly) called the Old Testament. I 
believe this new interest is evidence of the soon return of Jesus and His outpouring of grace upon the Jewish people. Gleaning a solid foundation of understanding from the Old Testament brings the New Testament into Technicolor. 

The world of Jesus looked very different from the world of the Old Testament. Jesus and the disciples spoke to the culture and traditions of the time, which had been greatly affected by the influence of many cultures, including 
Babylon, Greek, and Rome. 

It would be a grave injustice to apply today’s Jewish culture and traditions to the world and life of Jesus.  Like the Jewish leaders in Jesus’ time on earth were bound by borrowed or developing traditions, many of today’s Jewish traditions are based on the “oral law,” which is now considered to be of equal value to the written Law of Moses. 
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 To be His witnesses 

 To steward His land, preparing it for the coming King

Initiating God’s Kingdom was the privilege and responsibility of the King who would rule, Jesus the Messiah. 
That Jesus came through the line of Israel was not an afterthought but evidence of the unique relationship God has with the Jewish people.
The establishment of the Kingdom is the work of the final creation of God, that which the Bible calls the “one new man,” the “church,” the “body,” consisting of both Jews and Gentiles who are born again by God’s grace through faith in Jesus. 

Far too often we read the Bible from either the perspective of Israel or of the church. God’s perspective, however, is from the Kingdom.
THE KINGDOM OF GOD

  Let us always remember that the Kingdom of God is NOT Israel but the Church, consisting of Jews and Gentiles who, by God’s grace and their faith in Jesus have been “delivered from the power of darkness and conveyed  into the kingdom of the Son of His love (Col. 1:13).  The Church is now the representatives of the Kingdom of God on earth.  Israel remains a separate and unique entity. 

LITERAL VERSUS SPIRITUAL

An insidious lie has permeated the church for centuries called “replacement theology.” Replacement theology teaches that the church has replaced Israel, thereby rendering all of God’s promises to Israel null and void. Scriptures relating specifically to Israel, the people, or the 
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land are spiritualized and applied in some way to the church.

The horror of this lie is that it cuts to the very heart of God, profaning His character and His Word. If God could reject Israel - if He could withdraw His covenant-keeping love from His chosen people - then what standard or foundation would the church have to trust Him?

Since we cannot pick and choose which Scriptures to take literally, I suggest the first step in biblical interpretation is to understand the words literally. Despite our feelings or current political winds, God’s Word is our plumb line.

I contend, therefore, that every blessing within God’s Word that relates to the specific people and geography of Israel must be understood literally. The promises apply to the natural (physical) realm, and relate solely to the people and the land of Israel. His choice of Jerusalem does not take away His love for all cities and all people; it simply means what it says—He has chosen a particular piece of geography from which to rule and reign the world.  (I Kings 11:36) I believe it is inappropriate to take that which God has spoken over His capital city of Jerusalem and apply it to any other city.

      It is likewise inappropriate NOT to take every spiritual blessing God has offered to Israel and apply it to the inhabitants of His Kingdom, namely the church. Spiritual blessings can be applied to all those in line to receive them, both born again Jews and Gentiles who are followers of Jesus. (Ephesians 1: 3)

I can almost hear some people gasp and cry that this position is “replacement theology,” but I contend that this is not the case. Israel and the church have distinctive roles to play in the revelation and establishment of the Kingdom of God. One does not and cannot replace the other.  

It saddens me that often basic principles of our faith are lost in semantics and jargon as many labels carry an emotional wallop, depending on the listener. 
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ROOTS OF OUR FAITH

The root of the Christian faith is Jesus, not Judaism. When Gentiles enter the Kingdom of God, they no more become Jewish than would Jews become Gentiles when they enter the Kingdom. To be either a Jew or a Gentile is determined by physical genealogy. To be part of the Kingdom of God is determined by spiritual genealogy. 

Does not the Bible say that in the Kingdom there is “neither Jew nor Gentile, man nor woman, slave nor free”? When Gentiles are “grafted into the vine,” they are not 
being grafted into Israel’s genealogy but into God’s.  

Paul used the analogy of the wild and natural branches to explain the mystery of the Church.  In his analogy the natural branches are Israel and the wild branches are the Gentiles.  The vine is God. (If the vine were also Israel that would mean the natural branches are separated from itself!)   

Due to their rebellion, some of the natural branches are separated from the fullness of God’s blessings¹. However, because of God’s grace, through faith, the natural branches can be grafted back into the vine, restored into a relationship with God, and accepted into His Kingdom.

 

THE KINGDOM AND ITS HOLIDAYS

   Can we not bring this Kingdom perspective to the holy days which God calls “the feasts of the Lord”? While I think it very dangerous (and inappropriate)  to try to apply all the commandments of Moses to the Kingdom, I do think when God says to “do this for all generations,” He probably means it!  

Could it be that these holidays are not merely Jewish in nature but Kingdom by design! Perhaps this is the reason so many Gentile followers of Jesus are now embracing, some of the holidays as their own. 
I rejoice in this in this move of God yet am wary lest we miss God’s intentions for the holidays and entrap ourselves 
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